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 Introduction 

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) evaluates impacts associated with the proposed 2021 Long 
Range Development Plan (proposed 2021 LRDP) for the University of California, Riverside (UCR). This 
EIR has been prepared under the direction of University of California (UC) Board of Regents 
(Regents) pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public 
Resources Code [PRC] Sections 21000 et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of 
Regulations, Sections 15000 et seq.).  

1.1 Project Overview 
The following is a synopsis of the project characteristics. For additional information on the proposed 
2021 LRDP, see Section 2, Project Description. 

A long-range development plan (LRDP) is defined by statute (PRC Section 21080.09) as a “physical 
development and land use plan to meet the academic and institutional objectives for a particular 
campus or medical center of public higher education.” UCR last approved an LRDP in 2005 and has 
adopted amendments since then. The original 2005 LRDP planned for a student enrollment of 
25,000 by 2015, which it is close to achieving. UCR has grown to support a student population of 
nearly 24,000 students and approximately 4,700 faculty and staff. 

The number of students applying to UCR generally increased between 2010 and 2019. Freshman 
applications increased by approximately 87 percent (from 26,480 students to 49,516 students) and 
transfer student applications increased by approximately 97 percent (from 6,372 students to 12,543 
students). UCR identified an enrollment-planning target of approximately 35,000 Fall quarter 
headcount by the academic year 2035/2036. The proposed 2021 LRDP provides a framework for 
managing future campus growth and needs.  

The proposed 2021 LRDP is intended to guide development on the main UCR campus for the next 15 
years. Development under the proposed 2021 LRDP is designed to accommodate a total projected 
enrollment of approximately 35,000 students (Fall quarter headcount) by the academic year 
2035/2036. The proposed 2021 LRDP would guide long-range land use development, open space 
preservation and improvements, multi-modal mobility planning, and infrastructure sustainability 
and resiliency efforts. Through gradual phased development, the goal of the proposed 2021 LRDP is 
to accommodate the enrollment growth and meet program needs in an efficient and sustainable 
manner. 

To accommodate the anticipated increase of approximately 11,078 students (7,419 undergraduate 
and 3,659 graduate) and 2,806 faculty and staff by academic year 2035/2036, the proposed 2021 
LRDP proposes a net increase in development of approximately 3.7 million assignable square feet 
(asf) (approximately 5.5 million gross square feet (gsf)) of additional academic buildings, support 
facilities, and student housing. The proposed 2021 LRDP would provide on-campus or campus-
controlled student housing for approximately 40 percent of eligible students (or approximately 68 
percent of the increase in student population), equal to approximately 7,489 new on-campus beds. 
The proposed 2021 LRDP proposes the following land use designations: Academics & Research, 
Campus Support, Land-based Research, Open Space Reserve, Recreation & Athletics, Student 
Neighborhood, Agricultural/Campus Research, UCR Botanic Gardens, Canyon Crest Gateway, and 
University Avenue Gateway. 
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4.1-8 

Most of East Campus features very gently rolling topography with multi-story buildings and a dense, 
mature urban landscape that includes shrubbery, grassy areas, pedestrian paths, and hardscaping. 
From within East Campus, the multi-story buildings are situated around the central open spaces on 
campus. At the edges, the campus built environment opens to larger views that vary based on 
heights and orientations of adjacent development. From flat expanses such as parking lots, nearby 
mountains and hills form the main visual context but do not form expansive views for the most part. 
As pictured in Figure 4.1-1, a network of two-lane roads surrounding and traversing East Campus 
connects with the larger city grid, leading to residential areas to the north and east, on-campus 
open space on the south, and downtown Riverside to the west. Figure 4.1-4 through Figure 4.1-32 
offer viewpoints from within the campus and from adjacent neighborhoods toward the campus. 

Figure 4.1-4 View of Landscaped Buffer between Parking Structure 1 and Valencia Hill 
Drive, North of Big Springs Road, Campus on Left, Residential Neighborhood on Right 

 
Source: Google Earth 2021 
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Figure 4.1-32 Picnic Hill Naturalistic Open Space Looking East 

 
Source: Google Earth 2020 

Pedestrian malls are the signature formal open space type on the UCR campus. The Academic 
Center of East Campus features a series of iconic linear grassy malls and pedestrian pathways, 
flanked by large, mature trees. Courtyards and plazas are located throughout campus, typically 
shaded by trees and sometimes with grass and ornamental landscaping. Some courtyards and plazas 
have interactive gathering areas, dining terraces, outdoor classrooms and amphitheaters, small 
informal lawn areas, and thematic gardens (UCR 2019). The plaza outside the HUB, for example, 
contains a paved outdoor dining area and a lawn for casual sitting and relaxation, with ornamental 
trees and plants (refer back to Figure 4.1-24). 

Structural landscaped spaces are areas between and adjacent to buildings. There are a variety of 
landscaped spaces on the UCR campus, and typically include trees, shrubs, and groundcover such as 
grass or low-lying shrub. Streets are typically lined with trees from shady evergreens to palms. Trees 
and landscaping are also found along bicycle and pedestrian pathways and in parking areas, which 
typically have shade trees lining the edges in row planters. 

Public Views 
Off-campus viewpoints consist of publicly available vantage points looking towards campus from 
various directions. Public views are those visible from major roadways, parks and recreation areas, 
and publicly accessible open space areas. Views of East Campus and portions of West Campus may 
be available from the very highest points in Sycamore Canyon Wilderness Park and accessible from 
the Ameal Moore Nature Center. However, these views would become part of the larger urbanized 
landscape that makes up this part of Inland Southern California. Views of the campus are also 
available from trails on west-facing slopes in the Box Springs Mountains and Sycamore Highlands 
Park, but similarly they would be at such a distance that they would be part of the urbanized 
landscape. Views of the campus from many streets are obscured by mature trees, topography, and 
existing development. Nonetheless, the following description characterizes the views from 
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